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Establishing an independent Variety Testing
Service in Myanmar

The major objective was to:

B Assess the feasibility of an independent variety testing

service that can run sustainably on a cost-recovery basis.
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Sub-objectives: \_/' b\, O

B Assess the focus and scope of the variety testing service, i.e. in terms of crops and services (only VCU testing or

also pre-screening, demonstrations and trainings)
®  Explore suitable sites for the variety testing service in a number of agro-ecologies of the country
®  Further assess the interest of Dutch seed companies (beyond the current two) and their long-term commitment
®  Review existing regulations and procedures to ensure compliance

®  Develop a project proposal and business plan for the variety testing service for follow-up funding
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."Legal-framework

Procedures are available
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Procedures are available
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®  For 17 crops variety testing is required;

®  Multi-locational trials, at a minimum of three Com Biack Gram Green Gram
locations, are required to test the varieties on
their Value for Cultivation and Use (VCU);

®  Procedures and protocols are clearly described %@ :.
and given at the website of the Myanmar Seed Portal;
| | Appllcatlons can be done Onllne; Groundnut Sunfiower Sesame
®  Technical and National Seed Committees plan
to have quarterly meeting to decide on registration;
®  An one-stop shop for seed regulatory services
becomes operational in the first half of 2020.
Chilli Tomato Cabbage
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Variety testing in reality

® An overview of all different testing locations (both
government and non-government) with characteristics

(climatic zones, size, soil etc.) in Myanmar is lacking;

®  On farm level track records (history) of the variety trials

done over time are absent;

®  Although site selection is one of the most crucial
aspects in variety testing this is not properly taken care

of by the trial/farm managers;

B Testing formats including the data records are not

uniform and complete for the various crops;

®  Responsible persons at testing locations have limited

knowledge, skills and experience in setting up a clear

plot design where the site selection is of major importance.

177
WAGENINGEN \\%
UNIVERSITY & RESEARCH

100years
1918 — 2018



S - S e e o
s R e .3\ AL

=
§ 0%




] ém

EAST-WEST SEED

ENZA ZADEN

RIJK ZWAAN
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« Cost effective and reliable procedures
«  Outsourced to accredited body

* Less bureaucracy

« Accountable test results

. Swift timeline

« Less paperwork

*  Pre-selection trials
« Promotion of improved varieties / demo
« Training of researchers

« Training of trainers & outreach (follow up VEGCAP a WUR program)

Recognition certificate for a variety is issued for the importer or

distributor, not for the breeder (Requires lobbying)
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Objective and Scope

" The objective of the Impact Cluster is to: facilitate Myanmar and international seed companies with testing,

registering and popularizing new varieties so as to increase the access to superior and well-adapted varieties for

Myanmar'’s farmers.

®  Set up independent at cost price working seed testing “stichting” or NGO

® Envisaged services:
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Pre-commercial trials;

Variety trials;

Demonstration trials and field days;
Paperwork;

Capacity building.
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6. Q& A "
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